
 

7th-8th Grade Reads 
New, Upcoming, & Recommended for Fall 2017 

Chelmsford Public Library 
 

Genre Key 
 

Adventure/Action AD Humor HU 
Animals AN Mystery MY 
Fantasy FA Realistic RE 
Historical Fiction HF Sci-Fi SF 
Horror HR Sports SP 

 
 

 

Solo 
by Kwame Alexander 
Y/Fic/Alexander 
 
Blade Morrison’s life is bombarded with scathing tabloids and a father struggling with 
just about every addiction under the sun—including a desperate desire to make a 
comeback. Haunted by memories of his mother and his family’s ruin, Blade’s only hope 
is in the forbidden love of his girlfriend. But when he discovers a deeply protected 
family secret, Blade sets out on a journey across the globe that will change everything 
he thought to be true. 

 
 
 

 
 

What I Lost 
by Alexandra Ballard 
Y/Fic/Ballard 
 
What sixteen-year-old Elizabeth has lost so far: forty pounds, four jean sizes, a 
boyfriend, and her peace of mind. As a result, she’s finally a size zero. She’s also the 
newest resident at Wallingfield, a treatment center for girls like her—girls with eating 
disorders. Elizabeth is determined to endure the program so she can go back home, 
where she plans to start restricting her food intake again. She’s pretty sure her mom, 
who has her own size 0 obsession, needs treatment as much as she does. Maybe even 
more. Then Elizabeth begins receiving mysterious packages. Are they from her ex-
boyfriend, a secret admirer, or someone playing a cruel trick? 
 

 

Wonder Woman: Warbringer 
by Leigh Bardugo 
Y/Fic/Bardugo 
 
Diana longs to prove herself to her legendary warrior sisters. But when the opportunity 
finally comes, she throws away her chance at glory and breaks Amazon law—risking 
exile—to save a mere mortal. Even worse, Alia Keralis is no ordinary girl and with this 
single brave act, Diana may have doomed the world. 
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Obsessed: A Memoir of My Life with OCD 
by Allison Britz 
Y/Biography/Britz 
 
Until sophomore year of high school, fifteen-year-old Allison lived a comfortable life. 
She was a dedicated student with tons of extracurricular activities, friends, and loving 
parents at home. But after awakening from a vivid nightmare in which she was 
diagnosed with brain cancer, she was convinced the dream had been a warning. Allison 
believed that she must do something to stop the cancer in her dream from becoming 
a reality. She had to avoid hair dryers, calculators, cell phones, computers, anything 
green, bananas, oatmeal, and most of her own clothing. Unable to act “normal,” the 
once-popular Allison became an outcast. Finally, she allowed herself to ask for help 
and was diagnosed with obsessive-compulsive disorder. This brave memoir tracks 
Allison’s descent and hopeful climb out of the depths. 

  

 

Boy Seeking Band 
by Steve Brezenoff 
Y/Fic/Brezenoff 
 
Terence Kato is a prodigy bass player, but he's determined to finish middle school on a 
high note. Life has other plans. In eighth grade, he's forced to transfer from a private 
arts school to a public school, where the kids seemingly speak a different language. 
Luckily, Terence knows a universal one: music. He sets out to build a rock band and, in 
the process, make a few friends. However, great music and great friendships aren't 
always in harmony. 

 
 

 
 

What to Say Next 
by Julie Buxbaum 
Y/Fic/Buxbaum 
 
When an unlikely friendship is sparked between relatively popular Kit Lowell and 
socially isolated David Drucker, everyone is surprised, most of all Kit and David. Kit 
appreciates David’s blunt honesty—in fact, she finds it bizarrely refreshing. David 
welcomes Kit’s attention and her inquisitive nature. When she asks for his help figuring 
out the how and why of her dad’s tragic car accident, David is all in. But neither of them 
can predict what they’ll find. Can their friendship survive the truth? 

 

 
 

Little & Lion 
by Brandy Colbert 
Y/Fic/Colbert 
 
When Suzette comes home to Los Angeles from her boarding school in New England, 
she isn't sure if she'll ever want to go back. L.A. is where her friends and family are 
(along with her crush, Emil). And her stepbrother, Lionel, who has been diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder, needs her emotional support. But as she settles into her old life, 
Suzette finds herself falling for someone new...the same girl her brother is in love with. 
When Lionel's disorder spirals out of control, Suzette is forced to confront her past 
mistakes and find a way to help her brother before he hurts himself—or worse. 
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Waste of Space 
by Gina Damico 
Y/Fic/Damico 
 
Cram ten teens into a spaceship and blast off: that’s the premise for the ill-conceived 
reality show Waste of Space. The kids who are cast know everything about drama—
and nothing about the fact that the production is fake. Hidden in a desert warehouse, 
their spaceship replica is equipped with state-of-the-art special effects dreamed up by 
the scientists partnering with the shady cable network airing the show. And it’s a hit! 
Millions of viewers are transfixed. But then, suddenly, all communication is severed. 
Trapped and paranoid, the kids must figure out what to do when this reality show loses 
its grip on reality. 
 

 

 
 

The Wrong Train 
by Jeremy de Quidt 
Y/Fic/de Quidt 
 
Imagine you've just managed to catch your train and you realize it's the wrong one – 
you'd be annoyed of course, but not scared… yet. Imagine you get off the wrong train 
at the next station hoping to catch a train going back the way you came but the station 
is empty. Again you'd be annoyed, but not scared… yet. Imagine someone comes to 
the station, someone who starts to tell you stories to help you pass the time, but these 
aren't any old stories… Scared yet? You will be. 

 

 
 

Splinter 
by Sasha Dawn 
Y/Fic/Dawn 
 
Sixteen-year-old Sami hasn’t seen her mother in ten years—and neither has anyone 
else. The police suspect Sami’s father had something to do with her mom’s 
disappearance, but Sami’s never believed that. Her mother chose to abandon her and 
start a new life. It’s that simple. Yet now, new evidence has emerged about another 
missing woman who used to be involved with Sami’s dad. Coincidence—or evidence 
that the cops have been right all along? 

 

 
 

Even the Darkest Stars 
by Heather Fawcett 
Y/Fic/Fawcett 
 
Kamzin has always dreamed of becoming one of the Emperor’s royal explorers, the 
elite climbers tasked with mapping the wintry, mountainous Empire and spying on its 
enemies. She knows she could be the best in the world, if only someone would give 
her a chance. But everything changes when the mysterious and eccentric River Shara, 
the greatest explorer ever known, arrives in her village and demands to hire Kamzin—
not her older sister Lusha, as everyone had expected—for his next expedition. This is 
Kamzin’s chance to prove herself—even though River’s mission to retrieve a rare 
talisman for the emperor means climbing Raksha, the tallest and deadliest mountain 
in the Aryas. Then Lusha sets off on her own mission to Raksha with a rival explorer 
who is determined to best River, and Kamzin must decide what’s most important to 
her: protecting her sister from the countless perils of the climb or beating her to the 
summit. 
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Backfield Boys 
by John Feinstein 
Y/Fic/Feinstein 
 
Jason, the Jewish kid, is lightning fast and a natural wide-receiver, while Tom, who is 
Black, has an amazing arm and a quarterback's feel for the game. After summer football 
camp at an elite sports-focused boarding school, the boys are thrilled to enroll on 
scholarship for their freshman year—despite their mothers' fears of injury and 
especially CTE. On day one, they're stunned when the coaches make Tom a receiver 
and Jason a quarterback, a complete contradiction to their skill sets and training. They 
soon suspect this is a racial issue. The boys speak out, risking both their scholarships 
and their chance to play. But when Jason gets a concussion in the first game of the 
season, he and Tom must decide how much they're willing to lose in their quest to 
expose the ugly remnants of a racist past that still linger in contemporary jock culture. 

 

 
 

Flight Risk 
by Jennifer Fenn 
Y/Fic/Fenn 
 
A debut novel inspired by true events, about a teenage boy who has stolen―and 
crashed―not one, but three airplanes. And each time he’s walked away unscathed. 
Who is Robert Jackson Kelly? Is he a juvenile delinquent? A criminal mastermind? A 
folk hero? One thing is clear: Robert always defies what people think of him. And now, 
the kid who failed at school, relationships, and almost everything in life, is determined 
to successfully steal and land a plane.  

 

 
 

Everything All At Once 
by Katrina Leno 
Y/Fic/Leno 
 
Aunt Helen wasn’t a typical aunt. She was the author of the best–selling Alvin Hatter 
series, about siblings who discover the elixir of immortality. Her writing inspired a 
generation of readers. In her will, she leaves one last writing project—just for Lottie. 
It’s a series of letters, each containing mysterious instructions designed to push Lottie 
out of her comfort zone. Soon, Lottie’s trying some writing of her own, leaping off cliffs, 
and even falling for a boy she’s only just met. Then the letters reveal an extraordinary 
secret about the inspiration for the Alvin Hatter series. Lottie finds herself faced with 
an impossible choice, one that will force her to confront her greatest fear. 
 

 

Warcross (Warcross #1) 
by Marie Lu 
Y/Fic/Lu 
 
Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s a way of life. The obsession started ten years ago and 
its fan base now spans the globe. Struggling to make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika 
Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down players who bet on the game illegally. 
But the bounty hunting world is a competitive one, and survival has not been easy. 
Needing to make some quick cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening game 
of the international Warcross Championships—only to accidentally glitch herself into 
the action and become an overnight sensation. Convinced she’s going to be arrested, 
Emika is shocked when instead she gets a call from the game’s creator, the elusive 
young billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with an irresistible offer. 
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The Authentics 
by Abdi Nazemian 
Y/Fic/Nazemian 
 
Daria Esfandyar is Iranian-American and proud of her heritage, unlike some of the 
“Nose Jobs” in the clique led by her former best friend, Heidi Javadi. Daria and her 
friends call themselves the Authentics, because they pride themselves on always 
keeping it real. But in the course of researching a school project, Daria learns 
something shocking about her past which launches her on a journey of self-discovery. 
It seems everyone is keeping secrets. And it’s getting harder to know who she even is 
any longer. 

 

Tash Hearts Tolstoy 
by Kathryn Ormsbee 
Y/Fic/Ormsbee 
 
After a shout-out from one of the Internet’s superstar vloggers, Natasha “Tash” 
Zelenka suddenly finds herself and her obscure, amateur web series, Unhappy Families, 
thrust in the limelight: She’s gone viral. Her show is a modern adaption of Anna 
Karenina—written by Tash’s literary love Count Lev Nikolayevich “Leo” Tolstoy. Tash is 
a fan of the forty thousand new subscribers, their gushing tweets, and flashy Tumblr 
GIFs. Not so much the pressure to deliver the best web series ever. And when Unhappy 
Families is nominated for a Golden Tuba award, Tash’s cyber-flirtation with Thom 
Causer, a fellow award nominee, suddenly has the potential to become something 
IRL—if she can figure out how to tell said crush that she’s romantic asexual. 
 

  

 

Miles Morales: Spider-Man 
by Jason Reynolds 
Y/Fic/Reynolds 
 
Miles Morales is just your average teenager. Dinner every Sunday with his parents, 
chilling out playing old-school video games with his best friend, Ganke, crushing on 
brainy, beautiful poet Alicia. He's even got a scholarship spot at the prestigious 
Brooklyn Visions Academy. Oh yeah, and he's Spider Man. But lately, Miles's spidey-
sense has been on the fritz. When a misunderstanding leads to his suspension from 
school, Miles begins to question his abilities. After all, his dad and uncle were Brooklyn 
jack-boys with criminal records. Maybe kids like Miles aren't meant to be superheroes. 
Maybe Miles should take his dad's advice and focus on saving himself. 
 

 
 

 

Pretty 
by Justin Sayre 
Y/Fic/Sayre 
 
Confident, stylish, and easygoing at school, Sophie is struggling in her home life. 
Stepping in to help as her mother's addiction spirals out of control, Sophie's aunt 
teaches the biracial Sophie new lessons about her heritage. While helping to heal the 
wounds inflicted by alcoholism, Sophie's renewed sense of self challenges her 
perception of place in the affluent, "liberal" neighborhood of Park Slope where she 
lives. 
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Girls Who Code: Learn to Code and Change the World 
by Reshma Saujani 
005.1023/Sauj 
 
No matter your interest—sports, the arts, baking, student government, social justice—
coding can help you do what you love and make your dreams come true! 

 

 
 

Thornhill 
by Pam Smy 
Y/Fic/Smy 
 
1982: Mary is a lonely orphan at the Thornhill Institute For Children at the very moment 
that it's shutting its doors. When her few friends are all adopted or re-homed and she's 
left to face a volatile bully alone, her revenge will have a lasting effect on the bully, on 
Mary, and on Thornhill itself. 
2016: Ella has just moved to a new town where she knows no one. From her room on 
the top floor of her new home, she has a perfect view of the dilapidated, abandoned 
Thornhill Institute across the way, where she glimpses a girl in the window. Determined 
to befriend the girl, Ella resolves to unravel Thornhill's shadowy past. 

 

 

The Forbidden Temptation of Baseball 
by Dori Jones Yang 
Y/Fic/Yang 
 
Despite his impulsive and curious nature, twelve-year-old Leon is determined to follow 
the Emperor's rules--to live with an American family, study hard, and return home to 
modernize China. But he also must keep the braid that shows his loyalty—and resist 
such forbidden American temptations as baseball. As Leon overcomes teasing and 
makes friends, his elder brother becomes increasingly alienated and disturbed. 
Eventually, Leon faces a tough decision, torn between his loyalty to his birth country—
and his growing love for his new home.  

  

 
 
 

Read, loved, and recommended by your teen librarian, Sara Dempster. 
Check them out at the public library today! 

 

 
25 Boston Rd 

Chelmsford, MA 01824 
sdempster@chelmsfordlibrary.org 

978-256-5521 x 133 

HR 

 

HF 

 


