
 

Love is in the Air 
The book list for the romance lover who’s read everything. 

 
 

Recommended for 5th-6th Grade and Up 
 
 
 

 

 

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora 
by Pablo Cartaya 
Y/Fic/Cartaya 
 
Arturo is looking forward to a Miami summer filled with friends, ice cream, and working 
at his family's popular restaurant, La Cocina de la Isla, but his plans get derailed from 
the start. Carmen, his mother's goddaughter, comes to visit, and Arturo doesn't 
understand why his stomach can't settle down around her. His job at the restaurant is 
harder than he thought, and worst of all, his family's plan to expand into an adjacent 
empty lot seems hopeless when flashy real-estate developer Wilfrido Pipo comes to 
town with plans of his own. 
 

 

 

The Summer I Saved the World… In 65 Days 
by Michele Hurwitz 
Y/Fic/Hurwitz 
 
It's summertime, and thirteen-year-old Nina Ross is feeling kind of lost. Her beloved 
grandma died last year; her parents work all the time; her brother's busy; and her best 
friend is into clothes, makeup, and boys. While Nina doesn't know what "her thing" is 
yet, it's definitely not shopping and makeup. And it's not boys, either. Though… has Eli, 
the boy next door, always been so cute? This summer, Nina decides to change things. 
She hatches a plan. There are sixty-five days of summer. Every day, she'll anonymously 
do one small but remarkable good thing for someone in her neighborhood, and find 
out: does doing good actually make a difference? Along the way, she discovers that her 
neighborhood, and her family, are full of surprises and secrets. 

 
 

 
 

Boys are Dogs 
by Leslie Margolis 
J/Fic/Margolis 
 
Middle-school boys act like wild animals. That’s what Annabelle discovers on her first 
day in her brand-new life. Birchwood Middle School is totally different from her old all-
girls elementary. In fact, lots of things in Annabelle’s life are totally different now that 
she’s back from summer camp. There’s Mom’s new boyfriend, a new house, new 
friends—even a new puppy that likes to chew on Annabelle’s clothes. Well, at least the 
puppy comes with a leash and a training manual! If only she could say the same for the 
boys.  



 
 

The Cupid Chronicles 
by Coleen Murtagh Paratore 
Y/Fic/Paratore 
 
When the only library in Bramble, Cape Cod, announces it's in danger of closing its 
doors, the town residents have got to raise BIG money and FAST. Thirteen-year-old 
Willa Havisham must put her crush on Joey Kennelly on the back burner to save the 
library, but the question is: How? Willa's best friend, Tina, is positive that her 
compatibility test, expertly designed to match up every girl in school with her "perfect 
match," will raise the money "and" get everyone paired up for the Midwinter Night's 
Ball. Willa, an old-fashioned romantic, is not so sure. But with a little help from 
Shakespeare, a Southern beauty queen, and Cupid himself, romance is striking all over 
Bramble. 

 

 
 

P.S. I Miss You 
by Jen Petro-Roy 
Y/Fic/Petro-Roy 
 
Eleven-year-old Evie is heartbroken when her strict Catholic parents send her pregnant 
sister away to stay with a distant great-aunt. All Evie wants is for her older sister to 
come back. But when her parents forbid her to even speak to Cilla, she starts sending 
letters. Evie writes letters about her family, torn apart and hurting. She writes about 
her life, empty without Cilla. And she writes about the new girl in school, June, who 
becomes her friend, and then maybe more than a friend. As she becomes better friends 
with June, Evie begins to question her sexual orientation. She can only imagine what 
might happen if her parents found out who she really is. She could really use some 
advice from Cilla. But Cilla isn't writing back. 

 

 
 

Well, That was Awkward 
by Rachel Vail 
J/Fic/Vail 
 
Gracie has never felt like this before. One day, she suddenly can't breathe, can't walk, 
can't anything and the reason is standing right there in front of her, all tall and weirdly 
good-looking: A.J. It turns out A.J. likes not Gracie but Gracie's beautiful best friend, 
Sienna. Obviously Gracie is happy for Sienna. Super happy! She helps Sienna compose 
the best texts, responding to A.J. s surprisingly funny and appealing texts, just as if she 
were Sienna. Because Gracie is fine. Always! She's had lots of practice being the 
sidekick, second-best. It’s all good. Well, almost all. She's trying. 

 

 
 

The Fill-In Boyfriend 
by Kasie West 
Y/Fic/West 
 
When Gia Montgomery's boyfriend, Bradley, dumps her in the parking lot of her high 
school prom, she has to think fast. After all, she'd been telling her friends about him 
for months now. This was supposed to be the night she proved he existed. So when 
she sees a cute guy waiting to pick up his sister, she enlists his help. The task is simple: 
be her fill-in boyfriend—two hours, zero commitment, a few white lies. The problem is 
that days after prom, it's not the real Bradley she's thinking about, but the stand-in. 
The one whose name she doesn't even know. 
 

 



Recommended for 7th-8th Grade and Up 
 
 

 

 
 

Speak of Me as I Am 
by Sonia Belasco 
Y/Fic/Belasco 
 
Melanie and Damon are both living in the shadow of loss. For Melanie, it's the loss of 
her larger-than-life artist mother, taken by cancer well before her time. For Damon, it’s 
the loss of his best friend, Carlos, who took his own life. As they struggle to fill the 
empty spaces their loved ones left behind, fate conspires to bring them together. 
Damon takes pictures with Carlos’s camera to try to understand his choices, and 
Melanie begins painting as a way of feeling closer to her mother. But when the two 
join their school’s production of Othello, the play they both hoped would be a 
distraction becomes a test of who they truly are, both together and on their own. 

 

 
 

What to Say Next 
by Julie Buxbaum 
Y/Fic/Buxbaum 
 
When an unlikely friendship is sparked between relatively popular Kit Lowell and 
socially isolated David Drucker, everyone is surprised, most of all Kit and David. Kit 
appreciates David’s blunt honesty—in fact, she finds it bizarrely refreshing. David 
welcomes Kit’s attention and her inquisitive nature. When she asks for his help figuring 
out the how and why of her dad’s tragic car accident, David is all in. But neither of them 
can predict what they’ll find. Can their friendship survive the truth? 

 
 

 
 

The Princess Spy 
by Melanie Dickerson 
Y/Fic/Dickerson 
 
Margaretha has always been a romantic, and hopes her newest suitor, Lord 
Claybrook, is destined to be her one true love. But then an injured man is 
brought to the castle, claiming to be an English lord who was left for dead by 
Claybrook's men. She convinces herself "Lord Colin" is just an addled stranger, 
until Colin retrieves an heirloom she lost in a well and asks her to spy on 
Claybrook as repayment. Margaretha knows she could never be a spy—not 
only does she tend to talk too much, she's sure Colin is completely wrong about 
her potential betrothed. But she soon discovers her romantic notions may have 
been clouding her judgment about not only Colin but Claybrook as well.  

 
 

 

A Little in Love 
by Susan Fletcher 
Y/Fic/Fletcher 
 
As a young child Eponine never knew kindness, except once from her family's 
kitchen slave, Cosette. When at sixteen the girls' paths cross again and their 
circumstances are reversed, Eponine must decide what that friendship is 
worth, even though they've both fallen for the same boy. In the end, Eponine 
will sacrifice everything to keep true love alive. 



 

 

Two Summers 
by Aimee Friedman 
Y/Fic/Friedman 
 
When Summer Everett makes a split-second decision, her summer divides into two 
parallel worlds. In one, she travels to France, where she’s dreamed of going: a land of 
chocolate croissants, handsome boys, and art museums. In the other, she remains 
home, in her ordinary suburb, where she expects her ordinary life to continue—but 
nothing is as it seems. In both summers, she will fall in love and discover new sides of 
herself. What may break her, though, is a terrible family secret, one she can't hide from 
anywhere. In the end, it may just be the truth she needs the most. 
 

 

Things I Should Have Known 
by Claire LaZebnik 
Y/Fic/LaZebnik 
 
Meet Chloe Mitchell, a popular Los Angeles girl who’s decided that her older sister, Ivy, 
who’s on the autism spectrum, could use a boyfriend. Chloe already has someone in 
mind: Ethan Fields, a sweet, movie-obsessed boy from Ivy’s special needs class. Chloe 
would like to ignore Ethan’s brother, David, but she can’t—Ivy and Ethan aren’t 
comfortable going out on their own, so Chloe and David have to tag along. Soon Chloe, 
Ivy, David, and Ethan form a quirky and wholly lovable circle. And as the group bonds 
over frozen-yogurt dates and movie nights, Chloe is forced to confront her own 
romantic choices—and the realization that it’s okay to be a different kind of normal. 
 

 

The Start of Me and You 
by Emery Lord 
Y/Fic/Lord 
 
It’s been a year since it happened—when Paige Hancock’s first boyfriend died in an 
accident. After shutting out the world for two years, Paige is finally ready for a second 
chance at high school… and she has a plan. First: Get her old crush, Ryan Chase, to date 
her—the perfect way to convince everyone she’s back to normal. Next: Join a club—
simple, it’s high school after all. But when Ryan’s sweet, nerdy cousin, Max, moves to 
town and recruits Paige for the Quiz Bowl team (of all things!) her perfect plan is 
thrown for a serious loop. Will Paige be able to face her fears and finally open herself 
up to the life she was meant to live? 
 

 

Love and Gelato 
by Jenna Evans Welch 
Y/Fic/Welch 
 
Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany, but she isn’t in the mood for Italy’s famous 
sunshine and fairy-tale landscape. She’s only there because it was her mother’s dying 
wish that she get to know her father. But what kind of father isn’t around for sixteen 
years? All Lina wants to do is get back home. But then she is given a journal that her 
mom had kept when she lived in Italy. Suddenly Lina’s uncovering a magical world of 
secret romances, art, and hidden bakeries. A world that inspires Lina, along with the 
ever-so-charming Ren, to follow in her mother’s footsteps and unearth a secret that 
has been kept for far too long. It’s a secret that will change everything she knew about 
her mother, her father—and even herself. 



Recommended for High School 
 
 
 

 

Words in Deep Blue 
by Cath Crowley 
Y/Fic/Crowley 
 
This is a love story. It's the story of Howling Books, where readers write letters to 
strangers, to lovers, to poets. It's the story of Henry Jones and Rachel Sweetie. They 
were best friends once, before Rachel moved to the sea. Now, she's back, working at 
the bookstore, grieving for her brother Cal and looking for the future in the books 
people love, and the words they leave behind. 

 

For Love and Honor 
by Jodi Hedlund 
Y/Fic/Hedlund 
 
Lady Sabine is harboring a skin blemish, one, that if revealed, could cause her to be 
branded as a witch. And what nobleman would want to marry a woman so flawed? Sir 
Bennet is returning home to protect his family from an attack by lords who seek 
repayment of debts. Without means to pay those debts, Sir Bennet realizes his only 
option is to make a marriage match with a wealthy noblewoman. As a man of honor, 
he loathes the idea of courting a woman for her money, but with time running out for 
his family’s safety, what other choice does he have? As Lady Sabine and Sir Bennet are 
thrust together under dangerous circumstances, will they be able to learn to trust each 
other enough to share their secrets? Or will those secrets ultimately lead to their 
demise? 

 

The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue 
by Mackenzi Lee 
Y/Fic/Lee 
 
Henry “Monty” Montague was born and bred to be a gentleman, but he was never one 
to be tamed. The finest boarding schools in England and the constant disapproval of 
his father haven’t been able to curb any of his roguish passions. But as Monty embarks 
on his Grand Tour of Europe, his quest for a life filled with pleasure and vice is in danger 
of coming to an end. Not only does his father expect him to take over the family’s 
estate upon his return, but Monty is also nursing an impossible crush on his best friend 
Percy. When one of Monty’s reckless decisions turns their trip abroad into a harrowing 
manhunt, it calls into question everything he knows. 

 

The Unexpected Everything  
by Morgan Matson 
Y/Fic/Matson 
 
Andie had it all planned out. When you are a politician’s daughter who’s pretty much 
raised yourself, you learn everything can be planned or spun, or both. Especially your 
future. Important internship? Check. Amazing friends? Check. Guys? Check (as long as 
we’re talking no more than three weeks). But that was before the scandal. Before 
having to be in the same house with her dad. Before walking an insane number of dogs. 
That was before Clark and those few months that might change her whole life. Because 
here’s the thing—if everything’s planned out, you can never find the unexpected. And 
where’s the fun in that? 



 

Take Me On 
by Katie McGarry 
Y/Fic/McGarry 
 
Champion kickboxer Haley swore she'd never set foot in the ring again after one tragic 
night. But then the guy she can't stop thinking about accepts a mixed martial arts fight 
in her honor. Suddenly, Haley has to train West Young. All attitude, West is everything 
Haley promised herself she'd stay away from. Yet he won't last five seconds in the ring 
without her help. West is keeping a big secret from Haley. About who he really is. But 
helping her—fighting for her—is a shot at redemption. Especially since it's his fault his 
family is falling apart. He can't change the past, but maybe he can change Haley's 
future. Hayley and West have agreed to keep their relationship strictly in the ring. But 
as an unexpected bond forms between them and attraction mocks their best 
intentions, they'll face their fears and discover love is worth fighting for. 

 

Foolish Hearts 
by Emma Mills 
Y/Fic/Mills 
 
The day of the last party of the summer, Claudia overhears a conversation she wasn't 
supposed to. Now on the wrong side of one of the meanest girls in school, Claudia 
doesn't know what to expect when the two are paired up to write a paper—let alone 
when they're both forced to try out for the school production of A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. But mandatory participation has its upsides—namely, an unexpected 
friendship, a boy band obsession, and a guy with the best dimpled smile Claudia's ever 
seen. As Claudia's world starts to expand, she finds that maybe there are some things 
worth sticking her neck out for. 

 

The Winner’s Curse 
by Marie Rutkoski 
Y/Fic/Rutkoski 
 
As a general’s daughter in a vast empire that revels in war and enslaves those it 
conquers, seventeen-year-old Kestrel has two choices: she can join the military or get 
married. But Kestrel has other intentions. One day, she is startled to find a kindred 
spirit in a young slave up for auction. Arin’s eyes seem to defy everything and everyone. 
Following her instinct, Kestrel buys him—with unexpected consequences. It’s not long 
before she has to hide her growing love for Arin. But he, too, has a secret, and Kestrel 
quickly learns that the price she paid for a fellow human is much higher than she ever 
could have imagined.  

 
Read, loved, and recommended by your teen librarian, Sara. 

Check them out at the public library today! 
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