
 

High School Reads 
New, Upcoming, & Recommended for Winter 2018 

Chelmsford Public Library 
 

Genre Key 
 

Adventure AD Humor HU 
Dystopia DY Mystery MY 
Fantasy FA Realistic RE 
Historical Fiction HF Sci-Fi SF 
Horror HR Sports SP 

 
 

 

 

The Hazel Wood 
by Melissa Albert 
Y/Fic/Albert 
 

Seventeen-year-old Alice and her mother have spent most of Alice’s life on the 
road, always a step ahead of the uncanny bad luck biting at their heels. But when 
Alice’s grandmother, the reclusive author of a cult-classic book of pitch-dark fairy 
tales, dies alone on her estate, the Hazel Wood, Alice learns how bad her luck 
can really get. Her mother is stolen away―by a figure who claims to come from 
the Hinterland, the cruel supernatural world where her grandmother's stories 
are set. Alice's only lead is the message her mother left behind: “Stay away from 
the Hazel Wood.”  

 

 

Saints and Misfits 
by S.K. Ali 
Y/Fic/Ali 
 

Janna Yusuf knows a lot of people can’t figure out what to make of her—an Arab 
Indian-American hijabi teenager who is a Flannery O’Connor obsessed book 
nerd, aspiring photographer, and sometime graphic novelist is not exactly easy 
to put into a box. And Janna suddenly finds herself caring what a certain boy 
named Jeremy thinks. Not that she would ever date him—Muslim girls don’t 
date. Or they shouldn’t date. While her heart might be leading her in one 
direction, her mind is spinning in others. She is trying to decide what kind of 
person she wants to be, and what it means to be a saint, a misfit, or a monster. 

 
 

 

Tool of War (Ship Breaker #3) 
by Paolo Bacigalupi 
Y/Fic/Bacigalupi 
 

Tool, a half-man/half-beast designed for combat, is capable of so much more 
than his creators had ever dreamed. He has gone rogue from his pack of 
bioengineered "augments" and emerged a victorious leader of a pack of human 
soldier boys. But he is hunted relentlessly by someone determined to destroy 
him, who knows an alarming secret: Tool has found the way to resist his 
genetically ingrained impulses of submission and loyalty toward his masters... 
The time is coming when Tool will embark on an all-out war against those who 
have enslaved him. 
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Alone 
by Cyn Balog 
Y/Fic/Balog 
 
When her mom inherits an old, crumbling mansion, Seda’s almost excited to 
spend the summer there. The grounds are beautiful and it’s fun to explore the 
sprawling house with its creepy rooms and secret passages. Except now her mom 
wants to renovate, rather than sell the estate—which means they’re about to be 
cut off from the outside world. Then a group of teens get stranded near the 
mansion during a blizzard. Seda has no choice but to offer them shelter, even 
though she knows danger lurks in the dilapidated mansion—and in herself. And 
as the snow continues to fall, what Seda fears most is about to become her 
reality. 
 

 
 

 

Girls Made of Snow and Glass 
by Melissa Bashardoust 
Y/Fic/Bashardoust 
 
At sixteen, Mina's mother is dead, her magician father is vicious, and her silent 
heart has never beat with love for anyone—has never beat at all, in fact, but 
she’d always thought that fact normal. She never guessed that her father cut out 
her heart and replaced it with one of glass. When she moves to Whitespring 
Castle and sees its king for the first time, Mina forms a plan: win the king’s heart 
with her beauty, become queen, and finally know love. The only catch is that 
she’ll have to become a stepmother. Fifteen-year-old Lynet looks just like her 
late mother, and one day she discovers why: a magician created her out of snow 
in the dead queen’s image, at her father’s order. But despite being the dead 
queen made flesh, Lynet would rather be like her fierce and regal stepmother, 
Mina. She gets her wish when her father makes Lynet queen of the southern 
territories, displacing Mina. Now Mina is starting to look at Lynet with something 
like hatred, and Lynet must decide what to do—and who to be—to win back the 
only mother she’s ever known…or else defeat her once and for all. 
 

 
 

 

Far From the Tree 
by Robin Benway 
Y/Fic/Benway 
 
Grace, an only child who was adopted at birth, discovers that she is actually a 
middle child. After putting her own baby up for adoption, she goes looking for 
her biological family, including—Maya, her loudmouthed younger bio sister, who 
has a lot to say about their newfound family ties. Having grown up the snarky 
brunette in a house full of chipper redheads, she’s quick to search for traces of 
herself among these not-quite-strangers. And when her adopted family’s long-
buried problems begin to explode to the surface, Maya can’t help but wonder 
where exactly it is that she belongs. And Joaquin, their stoic older bio brother, 
who has no interest in bonding over their shared biological mother. After 
seventeen years in the foster care system, he’s learned that there are no heroes, 
and secrets and fears are best kept close to the vest, where they can’t hurt 
anyone but him. 
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The Cruel Prince 
by Holly Black 
Y/Fic/Black 
 
Jude was seven years old when her parents were murdered and she and her two 
sisters were stolen away to live in the treacherous High Court of Faerie. Ten years 
later, Jude wants nothing more than to belong there, despite her mortality. But 
many of the fey despise humans. Especially Prince Cardan, the youngest and 
wickedest son of the High King. To win a place at the Court, she must defy him–
and face the consequences. In doing so, she becomes embroiled in palace 
intrigues and deceptions, discovering her own capacity for bloodshed. But as civil 
war threatens to drown the Courts of Faerie in violence, Jude will need to risk 
her life in a dangerous alliance to save her sisters, and Faerie itself. 
 

 

In Other Lands 
by Sarah Rees Brennan 
Y/Fic/Brennan 
 
The Borderlands aren’t like anywhere else. Don’t try to smuggle a phone or any 
other piece of technology over the wall that marks the Border—unless you enjoy 
a fireworks display in your backpack. (Ballpoint pens are okay.) There are elves, 
harpies, and—best of all as far as Elliot is concerned—mermaids. Elliot? Who’s 
Elliot? Elliot is thirteen years old. He’s smart and just a tiny bit obnoxious. 
Sometimes more than a tiny bit. When his class goes on a field trip and he can 
see a wall that no one else can see, he is given the chance to go to school in the 
Borderlands. It turns out that on the other side of the wall, classes involve a lot 
more weaponry and fitness training and fewer mermaids than he expected. On 
the other hand, there’s Serene-Heart-in-the-Chaos-of-Battle, an elven warrior 
who is more beautiful than anyone Elliot has ever seen, and then there’s her 
human friend Luke: sunny, blond, and annoyingly likeable. There are lots of 
interesting books. There’s even the chance Elliot might be able to change the 
world. 
 

 

Glow 
by Megan E. Bryant 
Y/Fic/Bryant 
 
With her college plans wiped out by her mother’s financial problems, Julie’s stuck 
in a dead-end job, watching her best friend move on without her. But when she 
comes across a series of antique paintings in a thrift store and discovers their 
hidden—and increasingly nightmarish—glowing images, she’s captivated and 
determined to learn the identity of the artist. One hundred years earlier, Lydia 
spends her days in a factory painting luminous watch dials for soldiers; her nights 
are devoted to writing letters to her beloved on the front lines of the Great War. 
Lydia hopes the factory, and its exciting new scientific paint, will provide her 
whole family with a brighter future. As Julie’s obsession with the paintings 
mounts, truths about the Radium Girls—and her own complicated 
relationships—are revealed. But will she uncover the secret of the luminous 
paintings before putting herself and everyone she loves at risk? 
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Roar 
by Cora Carmack 
Y/Fic/Carmack 
 
Aurora Pavan comes from one of the oldest Stormling families in existence. Long 
ago, the ungifted pledged fealty and service to her family in exchange for safe 
haven, and a kingdom was carved out from the wildlands and sustained by magic 
capable of repelling the world’s deadliest foes. As the sole heir of Pavan, Aurora’s 
been groomed to be the perfect queen. She’s intelligent and brave and 
honorable. But she’s yet to show any trace of the magic she’ll need to protect 
her people. To keep her secret and save her crown, Aurora’s mother arranges 
for her to marry a dark and brooding Stormling prince from another kingdom. At 
first, the prince seems like the perfect solution to all her problems. He’ll 
guarantee her spot as the next queen and be the champion her people need to 
remain safe. But the more secrets Aurora uncovers about him, the more a future 
with him frightens her. When she dons a disguise and sneaks out of the palace 
one night to spy on him, she stumbles upon a black market dealing in the very 
thing she lacks—storm magic. And the people selling it? They’re not Stormlings. 
They’re storm hunters. Aurora might not have magic now, but she can steal it if 
she’s brave enough. 
 

 

 
 

The Love Letters of Abelard and Lily 
by Laura Creedle 
Y/Fic/Creedle 
 
When Lily Michaels-Ryan ditches her ADHD meds and lands in detention with 
Abelard, who has Asperger’s, she’s intrigued—Abelard seems thirty seconds 
behind, while she feels thirty seconds ahead. It doesn't hurt that he’s brilliant 
and beautiful. When Abelard posts a quote from The Letters of Abelard and 
Heloise online, their mutual affinity for ancient love letters connects them. The 
two fall for each other. Hard. But is it enough to bridge their differences in 
person? 

  
 

 
 

Forest of a Thousand Lanterns 
by Julie C. Dao 
Y/Fic/Dao 
 
Eighteen-year-old Xifeng is beautiful. The stars say she is destined for 
greatness—that she is meant to be Empress of Feng Lu. But only if she embraces 
the darkness within her. Growing up as a peasant in a forgotten village on the 
edge of the map, Xifeng longs to fulfill the destiny promised to her by her cruel 
aunt, the witch Guma, who has read the cards and seen glimmers of Xifeng's 
majestic future. But is the price of the throne too high? Because in order to 
achieve greatness, she must spurn the young man who loves her and exploit the 
callous magic that runs through her veins--sorcery fueled by eating the hearts of 
the recently killed. For the god who has sent her on this journey will not be 
satisfied until his power is absolute. 
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Uncanny 
by Sarah Fine 
Y/Fic/Fine 
 
Cora should remember every detail about the night her stepsister, 
Hannah, fell down a flight of stairs to her death, especially since her 
Cerepin—a sophisticated brain-computer interface—may have recorded 
each horrifying moment. But when she awakens after that night, her 
memories gone, Cora is left with only questions—and dread of what the 
answers might mean. When a downward spiral of self-destruction forces 
Cora to work with an AI counselor, she finds an unexpected ally, even as 
others around her grow increasingly convinced that Hannah’s death was 
no accident. As Cora’s dark past swirls chaotically with the versions of 
Hannah’s life and death that her family and friends want to believe, Cora 
discovers the disturbing depths of what some people may do—including 
herself. 
 

 

The Librarian of Auschwitz 
by Antonio Iturbe 
Y/Fic/Iturbe 
 
Based on the experience of real-life Auschwitz prisoner Dita Kraus, this is the 
incredible story of a girl who risked her life to keep the magic of books alive 
during the Holocaust. Fourteen-year-old Dita is one of the many imprisoned by 
the Nazis at Auschwitz. Taken, along with her mother and father, from the 
Terezín ghetto in Prague, Dita is adjusting to the constant terror that is life in the 
camp. When Jewish leader Freddy Hirsch asks Dita to take charge of the eight 
precious volumes the prisoners have managed to sneak past the guards, she 
agrees. And so Dita becomes the librarian of Auschwitz. 
 

 

Batman: Nightwalker 
by Marie Lu 
Y/Fic/Lu 
 
The Nightwalkers are terrorizing Gotham City, and Bruce Wayne is next on their 
list. The city's elites are being taken out one by one as their mansions' security 
systems turn against them, trapping them like prey. Meanwhile, Bruce is about 
to become eighteen and inherit his family's fortune, not to mention the keys to 
Wayne Industries and all the tech gadgetry that he loves. But on the way home 
from his birthday party, he makes an impulsive choice and is sentenced to 
community service at Arkham Asylum, the infamous prison that holds the city's 
most nefarious criminals. The most intriguing inmate in Arkham is Madeleine, a 
brilliant girl with ties to the Nightwalkers. A girl who will only speak to Bruce. She 
is the mystery he must unravel, but is he convincing her to divulge her secrets, 
or is he feeding her the information she needs to bring Gotham City to its knees? 
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All the Wind in the World 
by Samantha Mabry 
Y/Fic/Mabry 
 
Sarah Jacqueline Crow and James Holt work in the vast maguey fields that 
span the bone-dry Southwest, a thirsty, infinite land that is both 
seductive and fearsome. In this rough, transient landscape, Sarah Jac and 
James have fallen in love. They’re tough and brave, and they have big 
dreams. Soon they will save up enough money to go east. But until then, 
they keep their heads down, their muscles tensed, and above all, their 
love secret. When a horrible accident forces Sarah Jac and James to start 
over on a new, possibly cursed ranch called the Real Marvelous, the 
delicate balance they’ve found begins to give way. And James and Sarah 
Jac will have to pay a frighteningly high price for their love. 
 

 

Instructions for a Secondhand Heart 
by Tamsyn  Murray 
Y/Fic/Murray 
 
Jonny knows better than anyone that life is full of cruel ironies. He's spent 
every day in a hospital hooked up to machines to keep his heart ticking. 
Then when a donor match is found for Jonny's heart, that turns out to be 
the cruellest irony of all. Because for Jonny's life to finally start, someone 
else's had to end. That someone turns out to be Neve's twin brother, Leo. 
When Leo was alive, all Neve wanted was for him (and all his glorious, 
overshadowing perfection) to leave. Now that Leo's actually gone 
forever, Neve has no idea how to move forward. Then Jonny walks into 
her life looking for answers, her brother's heart beating in his chest, and 
everything starts to change. 
 

 

Gray Wolf Island 
by Tracey Neithercott 
Y/Fic/Neithercott 
 
Right before Sadie died, she begged her sister, Ruby, to do the one thing 
she could never do herself: Find the treasure on Gray Wolf Island. With 
just a mysterious treasure map as a guide, Ruby reluctantly allows some 
friends to join her on the hunt, each of whom is touched by magic: a boy 
allegedly born to a virgin, a girl who never sleeps, a boy who can foresee 
his own death, and a boy with deep ties to the island. Each of them is 
also keeping a secret—something they’ll have to reveal in order to reach 
the treasure. Deep in the wilderness of Gray Wolf Island, Ruby’s choices 
will determine if they make it out with the treasure—or merely with 
their lives. 
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La Belle Sauvage (The Book of Dust #1) 
by Phillip Pullman 
Y/Fic/Pullman 
 
Eleven-year-old Malcolm Polstead and his dæmon, Asta, live with his 
parents at the Trout Inn near Oxford. Across the River Thames (which 
Malcolm navigates often using his beloved canoe, a boat by the name of 
La Belle Sauvage) is the Godstow Priory where the nuns live. Malcolm 
learns they have a guest with them, a baby by the name of Lyra Belacqua. 

 

Beasts Made of Night 
By Tochi Onyebuchi 
Y/Fic/Onyebuchi 
 
In the walled city of Kos, corrupt mages can magically call forth sin from a sinner 
in the form of sin-beasts – lethal creatures spawned from feelings of guilt. Taj is 
the most talented of the aki, young sin-eaters indentured by the mages to slay 
the sin-beasts. But Taj’s livelihood comes at a terrible cost. When he kills a sin-
beast, a tattoo of the beast appears on his skin while the guilt of committing the 
sin appears on his mind. Most aki are driven mad by the process, but 17-year-old 
Taj is cocky and desperate to provide for his family. When Taj is called to eat a 
sin of a royal, he’s suddenly thrust into the center of a dark conspiracy to destroy 
Kos. Now Taj must fight to save the princess that he loves–and his own life. 

 

Fierce: How Competing for Myself Changed Everything 
by Aly Raisman 
Biography/Raisman 
 
Aly Raisman first stepped onto a gymnastics mat as a toddler in a "mommy & 
me" gymnastics class. No one could have predicted then that sixteen years later, 
she'd be standing on an Olympic podium, having achieved her dreams. But it 
wasn't an easy road to success. Aly faced obstacle after obstacle, including 
naysayers who claimed that she didn't have the talent to compete at an elite 
level and classmates who shamed Aly for her athletic body. In her own words, 
Aly shows what it takes to be a champion on and off the floor, and takes readers 
on a behind-the-scenes journey before, during, and after her remarkable 
achievements in two Olympic Games--through her highest highs, lowest lows, 
and all the moments in between. 

 

Kiss Me in New York 
by Catherine Rider 
Y/Fic/Rider 
 
Charlotte is a British student, waiting for a flight home after the worst semester 
of her life. Anthony is a native New Yorker, surprising his girlfriend at the airport 
after three months apart. Charlotte has just been dumped, and Anthony is about 
to be dumped, right in the middle of the holiday crowd. Charlotte's flight is 
canceled when a blizzard blows in, and Anthony can't bear to go home. So, they 
set out into the city together, clutching a book Charlotte picks up in the airport 
gift shop: Ten Easy Steps for Getting Over Your Ex. For this one night, they'll focus 
on healing their broken hearts. 
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An Enchantment of Ravens 
by Margaret Rogerson 
Y/Fic/Rogerson 
 
Isobel is a prodigy portrait artist with a dangerous set of clients: the sinister fair 
folk, immortal creatures who cannot bake bread, weave cloth, or put a pen to 
paper without crumbling to dust. They crave human Craft with a terrible thirst, 
and Isobel’s paintings are highly prized. But when she receives her first royal 
patron—Rook, the autumn prince—she makes a terrible mistake. She paints 
mortal sorrow in his eyes—a weakness that could cost him his life. Furious and 
devastated, Rook spirits her away to the autumnlands to stand trial for her crime.  

 
 

Inevitable and Only 
by Lisa Rosinsky 
Y/Fic/Rosinsky 
 
What if you suddenly found out you had a sister… and she took over your life? 
Cadie is close to her father—until the day he announces that he has another 
daughter. Suddenly, Cadie has a sister, Elizabeth. A sister who is six months older 
than her, a sister who is about to move in with them, a sister whose very 
existence means that Cadie's beloved father cheated on her mother when they 
were already married. What other secrets might he have? Can she still trust him? 
And when Elizabeth arrives, Cadie's worst fears come true. Elizabeth looks just 
like Dad; not only that, she seems all too perfect. Until she begins stealing Cadie's 
place in the family and even Cadie's one true love… But Elizabeth has secrets of 
her own. 

 

Last Star Burning 
by Dashka Slater 
Y/Fic/Slater 
 
Sev is branded with the mark of a criminal—a star burned into her hand. That’s 
the penalty for being the daughter of the woman who betrayed their entire 
nation. Now her mother’s body is displayed above Traitor’s Arch, kept in a 
paralyzed half sleep by the same plague that destroyed the rest of the world. 
And as further punishment, Sev is forced to do hard labor to prove that she’s 
more valuable alive than dead. When the government blames Sev for a horrific 
bombing, she must escape the city or face the chopping block. Unimaginable 
dangers lurk outside the city walls, and Sev’s only hope of survival lies with the 
most unlikely person—Howl, the chairman’s son.  

 

 

The Border 
by Steve Schafer 
Y/Fic/Schafer 
 
A band plays, glasses clink, and four teens sneak into the Mexican desert, the 
hum of celebration receding behind them. Crack. Crack. Crack. Not 
fireworks―gunshots. The music stops. And Pato, Arbo, Marcos, and Gladys are 
powerless as the lives they once knew are taken from them. Then they are seen 
by the gunmen. They run. Except they have nowhere to go. The narcos 
responsible for their families' murders have put out a reward for the teens' 
capture. Staying in Mexico is certain death, but attempting to cross the border 
through an unforgiving desert may be as deadly as the secrets they are trying to 
escape. 
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The 57 Bus 
by Dashka Slater 
364.15 SLA 
 
If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were 
high school students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in 
the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the 
middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, 
lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, 
their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus 
ride home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and 
Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. 

 

The Agony of Bun O’Keefe 
by Heather Smith 
Y/Fic/Smith 
 
Set in 1980s Newfoundland, The Agony of Bun O’Keefe is the story of a 14-year-
old girl who runs away to the city and is taken in by a street musician who lives 
with an eclectic cast of characters: a pot smoking dishwasher with culinary 
dreams; a drag queen with a tragic past; a Catholic school girl desperately trying 
to reinvent herself; and a man who Bun is told to avoid at all cost. 

 

 

Disappeared 
by Francisco X. Stork 
Y/Fic/Stork 
 
Four months ago: Sara Zapata’s best friend disappeared, kidnapped by the web 
of criminals who terrorize Juàrez. Four weeks ago: Her brother, Emiliano, fell in 
love with Perla Rubi, a girl whose family is as rich as her name. Four hours ago: 
Sara received a death threat…and her first clue her friend’s location. Four 
minutes ago: Emiliano was offered a way into Perla Rubi’s world—if he betrays 
his own. In the next four days, Sara and Emiliano will each face impossible 
choices, between life and justice, friends and family, truth and love. But when 
the criminals come after Sara, only one path remains for both the siblings: the 
way across the desert to the United States. 
 

 

 

This Mortal Coil 
by Emily Suvada 
Y/Fic/Suvada 
 
Catarina Agatta is a hacker. She can cripple mainframes and crash through 
firewalls, but that’s not what makes her special. In Cat’s world, people are 
implanted with technology to recode their DNA, allowing them to change their 
bodies in any way they want. And Cat happens to be a gene-hacking genius. 
That’s no surprise, since Cat’s father is Dr. Lachlan Agatta, a legendary geneticist 
who may be the last hope for defeating a plague that has brought humanity to 
the brink of extinction. But during the outbreak, Lachlan was kidnapped by a 
shadowy organization called Cartaxus, leaving Cat to survive the last two years 
on her own. When a Cartaxus soldier, Cole, arrives with news that her father has 
been killed, Cat’s instincts tell her it’s just another Cartaxus lie. But Cole also 
brings a message: before Lachlan died, he managed to create a vaccine, and Cole 
needs Cat’s help to release it and save the human race. 
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Black Clover 
by Yuki Tabata 
Y/Manga/Tabata 
 
Asta is a young boy who dreams of becoming the greatest mage in the kingdom. 
Only one problem--he can't use any magic! Luckily for Asta, he receives the 
incredibly rare five-leaf clover grimoire that gives him the power of anti-magic. 
Can someone who can't use magic really become the Wizard King? 

 
 

Calling My Name 
by Liara Tamani 
Y/Fic/Tamani 
 
Taja Brown lives with her parents and older brother and younger sister, in 
Houston, Texas. Taja has always known what the expectations of her 
conservative and tightly-knit African American family are—do well in school, go 
to church every Sunday, no intimacy before marriage. But Taja is trying to keep 
up with friends as they get their first kisses, first boyfriends, first everythings. 
And she’s tired of cheering for her athletic younger sister and an older brother 
who has more freedom just because he’s a boy. Taja dreams of going to college 
and forging her own relationship with the world and with God, but when she falls 
in love for the first time, those dreams are suddenly in danger of evaporating. 

 
 

The Memory Trees 
by Brent Weeks 
Sci/Fic/Weeks 
 
Sorrow Lovegood’s life has been shaped by the stories of the women who came 
before her: brave, resilient women who settled long ago on a mercurial apple 
orchard in Vermont. Their offbeat habits may be ridiculed by other 
townspeople—especially their neighbors, the Abrams family—but for the first 
eight years of her life, the orchard is Sorrow’s whole world. Then one winter 
night everything changes. Sorrow’s sister Patience is tragically killed. Sorrow is 
sent to live with her dad in Miami, away from the only home she’s ever known. 
Now sixteen, Sorrow’s memories of her life in Vermont are maddeningly hazy; 
even the details of her sister’s death are unclear. She returns to the orchard for 
the summer, determined to learn more about her troubled childhood and the 
family she left eight years ago. 

 
 

Odd & True 
by Cat Winters 
Y/Fic/Winters 
 
Trudchen grew up hearing Odette’s stories of their monster-slaying mother and 
a magician’s curse. But now that Tru’s older, she’s starting to wonder if her older 
sister’s tales were just comforting lies, especially because there’s nothing 
fantastic about her own life—permanently disabled and in constant pain from 
polio. In 1909, after a two-year absence, Od reappears with a suitcase 
supposedly full of weapons and a promise to rescue Tru from the monsters on 
their way to attack her. And when the sisters’ search for their mother leads them 
to a face-off with the Leeds Devil, a nightmarish beast that’s wreaking havoc in 
the Mid-Atlantic states, Tru discovers the peculiar possibility that she and her 
sister—despite their dark pasts and ordinary appearances—might, indeed, have 
magic after all. 
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The Epic Crush of Genie Lo 
by F.C. Yee 
Y/Fic/Yee 
 
Genie Lo is one among droves of Ivy-hopeful overachievers in her sleepy Bay 
Area suburb. You know, the type who wins. When she’s not crushing it at 
volleyball or hitting the books, Genie is typically working on how to crack the 
elusive Harvard entry code. But when her hometown comes under siege from 
hellspawn straight out of Chinese folklore, her priorities are dramatically 
rearranged. Enter Quentin Sun, a mysterious new kid in class who becomes 
Genie’s self-appointed guide to battling demons. While Genie knows Quentin 
only as an attractive transfer student with an oddly formal command of the 
English language, in another reality he is Sun Wukong, the mythological Monkey 
King incarnate—right down to the furry tale and penchant for peaches. 
Suddenly, acing the SATs is the least of Genie’s worries. The fates of her friends, 
family, and the entire Bay Area all depend on her summoning an inner power 
that Quentin assures her is strong enough to level the very gates of Heaven. But 
every second Genie spends tapping into the secret of her true nature is a second 
in which the lives of her loved ones hang in the balance. 
 

 
 

Protected 
by Claire Zorn 
Y/Fic/Zorn 
 
Hannah's world is in pieces and she doesn't need the school counsellor to tell her 
she has deep-seated psychological issues. With a seriously depressed mum, an 
injured dad and a dead sister, who wouldn't have problems? Hannah should feel 
terrible but for the first time in ages, she feels a glimmer of hope and isn't afraid 
anymore. Is it because the elusive Josh is taking an interest in her? Or does it run 
deeper than that? In a family torn apart by grief and guilt, one girl's struggle to 
come to terms with years of torment shows just how long old wounds can take 
to heal. 

 
 
 

Read, loved, and recommended by your teen librarian, Sara. 
Check them out at the public library today! 

 

 
25 Boston Rd 

Chelmsford, MA 01824 
sdempster@chelmsfordlibrary.org 

978-256-5521 x 133 
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